TOWN OF ASHLAND

Use Variance Application
Application Number:__________________

To the Zoning Board of Appeals:

I (we) ___________________________ of ___________________________________

               (Name of Applicant)                                       (Street Address)

_________________________     _____     ______  ____________________________

               (Town)                           (State)    (Zip)                 (Telephone)

Do hereby:

1. Make application for a Use variance to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the following reason(s): _____________________________________________________

    OR,

2.  Appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals from the decision of the Building Inspector on application for building permit number _______ dated ______ whereby the Building Inspector did:
___ Grant              ___ Grant with restriction        ___ Deny

___ A Building Permit     ___ A Certificate of Occupancy

___ A Certificate of Compliance

Provision(s) of the Zoning Code Being Appealed
Article(s)- Section(s)-Paragraph(s): ________________________________________
Fees
There is no application fee.  There is a public hearing fee which is due two (2) weeks prior to your scheduled public hearing.
Property Identification
Location of Property:_____________________________________________________

Tax Account No.: ________________________________________________________

Zoning of the Property: ___________________________________________________

Use of the Property: ______________________________________________________

Statement of Ownership and Interest

1. The applicant(s) _______________________________________________________
   (is/are) the owner(s) of property for which the variance(s) (is/are) sought,

     OR,

    2.  The applicant’s appeal concerns property owned by ______________________

Said owner has consented to the variance request in writing.  Said consent is attached hereto.

Use Variance

An use variance shall mean the authorization by the Zoning Board of Appeals for the use of the land for a purpose, which is otherwise not allowed or is prohibited by the applicable zoning regulation.   _____

                                                        (Initials)

The Zoning Board of Appeals, in granting of use variances, shall grant the minimum variance that it shall deem necessary and adequate to address the unnecessary hardship proven by the applicant, and at the same time, preserve and protect the character of the neighborhood and health, safety and welfare of the community.  _____

                   (Initials)

                                           Imposition of Conditions
The Zoning board of Appeals shall, in the granting of use variances, have the authority to impose such reasonable conditions and restrictions as are directly related to and incidental to the proposed use of the property.  Such conditions shall be consistent with the spirit and intent of the Zoning Code of the Town of Ashland, and shall be imposed for the purpose of minimizing any adverse impact such variance may have on the neighborhood or community.  If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall be required to read and understand the final resolution and shall have a statement to the fact notarized and returned to the Clerk of the Town within ten (10) days of receipt of the resolution.  _____

                                                                    (Initials)

PLEASE ADDRESS ITEMS 1 THROUGH 4 BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH YOUR APPLICATION TO THE TOWN BOARD CLERK.  (Use additional pages if necessary)

No use variance shall be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals without a showing by the applicant that applicable zoning regulations and restrictions have cause unnecessary hardship.  In order to prove such unnecessary hardship that applicant shall demonstrate to the Zoning Board of Appeals that for each and every permitted use under the zoning regulations for the particular district where the property is located:

1. Under the applicable zoning regulation, the applicant cannot realize the reasonable return and the lack of the return is substantial as demonstrated by competent financial evidence. ____________________________________
2.  The hardship is unique and does not apply to a substantial portion of the district or neighborhood:__________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

3. The use variance will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood:__

4.  The alleged hardship is not self-created: ______________________________

__________________                             ____________________________________

  (Date)                                                      (Signature of Applicant(s)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Presentation to ZBA Scheduled for: ____________________________________

On-site Inspection:     _____     _____       ________     ______________________

                                      No          Yes           Date              By

Public Hearing date: _________________________  Fee Paid: ______________

                                                                                         Rec’d By: _____________

                                                                                         Date: _________________

VARIANCE
_____  Granted         Date: _________________
Conditions Imposed: __________________________________________________

_____  Denied           Date: __________________

Reason(s): ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

                                                    NOTIFICATION
Applicant(s) Notified: _____________________

                                               (Date)

Copy to:

Planning Board _______

Building Dept. File _____

Other __________________

TOWN OF ASHLAND
3663 Sixth Street  Wellsburg, NY 14894

Phone 607-732-0723

Fax 607-732-5445

Variance Procedure

The Variance procedure requires a meeting to be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The procedure on what you will need to do will be provided to you.  There is no guarantee your variance will be granted.  If your variance is granted, you may be required to go before the Planning Board for a Site Plan Review.

If the variance application is approved, a building permit is required for any construction, renovations, or alterations.  All commercial projects will require prints signed by a Licensed Architect or Engineer.  All other projects should be discussed with the Code Enforcement Officer.

· Answer all questions on the application;

· Fill out and sign the State Environmental Assessment (SEQR) form;

· Read, sign and date the Acknowledgement Sheet;

· Submit all site plans;

· If you do not own the property, you will need to provide a letter from the property owner giving you permission for your project.  If you are purchasing the property you will need to provide a copy of the purchase agreement.
· The variance application fee is $75.00      Please make check payable to: Town of Ashland
· There will be a separate fee for the building permit.  The fee is determined by the total cost of the project.
Submit paperwork as soon as possible.  Once the paperwork is received a meeting date will be set and you will be notified of the meeting date.  Please be advised that the Zoning Board meetings are scheduled as we receive the applications, we do not have a regular set meeting date.
Some applications may need to be referred to the Chemung County Planning Board.

I/We certify that I/we have received and read the instructions.  I/we understand that a provision pf laws and ordinances covering this application will be compiled with whether specific or not.  Instructions specified here do not presume to give authority to violate or cancel provisions of any other law or local law regulating the application and/or construction or performance of construction relating to this application.  I/we understand that I/we cannot operate or start the project applies for herein until such time as the Town of Ashland grants approval and all necessary permits are secured.

Applicant signature___________________________________Date_______________

Address________________________________________________________________

Phone_____________________Email Address________________________________

Any questions on the variance application please contact the Code Enforcement Officer at 607-732-0723 #3.
